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tives of neutral States requesting their assistance in
bringing the peace proposals "in an official manner to
the knowledge of the enemy Governments ",l

The Allied Ambassadors and Ministers agreed among
themselves, at a conference on November 22, to take no
notice of Trotsky's advances and to advise their respective
Governments to make no reply to the communication " as
the pretended government was established by force and
not recognized by the Russian people ",2 This advice was
generally followed, and the AJlied Governments neither
recognized the existence of the new regime nor its proposals
of peace.3 They went even further, and transferred their
recognition from the Council of Commissars in Petrograd
to the Stavka (G.H.Q.) at Moghilev.

Meanwhile a very definite step towards peace had been
taken on November 21, when Krylenko, the Commissar
for War, had authorized troop fraternization on all fronts,
and had instructed General Dukhonin, Commander-in-
Chief since the arrest and disappearance of Kornilov, " to
address to the military authorities of the hostile armies
a proposal immediately to cease military operations with
a view to opening peace negotiations ".4

General Dukhonin gave no indication either that he
had received the orders of the Council of Commissars or
that he had any intention of carrying them into effect.
When taxed directly on the night of the 22nd, he declared
that he could only obey the order of " a government
sustained by the army and by the country ". He was
at once dismissed by telegraph, Krylenko being appointed
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kovsky, Khrestomatiia po istorii oUobrskoi revoliutsii, p. 265.